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1:  Potential effects on special-status species that could occur between Hoover Dam and the Southerly International Boundary have been included in Section 3.8 of the FEIS.  Potential effects on sport fisheries from potential changes in the temperature of water released from Hoover Dam has been developed and included in Section 3.7.3 of the FEIS.  No specific mitigation measures are considered necessary for the impacts identified.  However, Section 3.17 has been added to the FEIS to discuss environmental commitments.
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2: The area of potential effect has been expanded for the FEIS to include consideration of the Colorado River 100-year floodplain to the Southerly International Boundary.  Potential effects on special-status species have been included in the FEIS in Section 3.8.3:  This change has been made.4:  The headings on Figures 3.3-18a to 3.3-18d are correct.  The respective river location shown on Map 3.3-1 has been corrected.5:  The subject river location modeled is immediately downstream of the Palo Verde Diversion Dam.  The text has been revised to reflect this location.6:  The description of the affected environment in the reach from Parker Dam to Laguna Dam has been corrected by deleting discussion of the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District facilities.  These facilities are not subject to damage from flooding on the Colorado River.
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7:  Although the area of potential effect of interim surplus criteria extends from Lake Powell to the SIB (NIB in DEIS), the resource analysis focuses on more limited areas within the area of potential effect to address specific issues identified as having the potential to be affected by interim surplus criteria.  As discussed in response to Comment 38-1, an additional issue associated with sport fisheries and sport fishing has been included in the FEIS. 8:  This correction has been made in the FEIS.9: As discussed in Section 3.7.3 of the DEIS, the section addresses sport fisheries in Lake Powell and Lake Mead only.  For the FEIS, additional information regarding sport fishing and the potential effects of interim surplus criteria on the temperature of water released from Hoover Dam and associated effects on sport fishing in the lower Colorado River between Hoover Dam and Lake Mohave has been added to Section 3.7.3. Reclamation has determined that fluctuations in flows below Hoover Dam to the SIB under the alternatives would be within the historical operating range of the river and would, therefore, not affect aquatic resources within this segment.   Note also that the statement "the primary sport fish in the Colorado River is the rainbow trout" has been removed.   10:  The analysis of effects to special-status species has been revised to include discussion for species that may occur in the potentially affected area from Lake Powell downstream to the SIB.
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11:  Reclamation has determined that recreation (including sport fishing) within the river corridor between Glen Canyon Dam and Lake Mead would continue to be addressed through the Adaptive Management Program and would, therefore, not be affected by interim surplus criteria (discussion of this Adaptive Management Program as it relates to sport fishing and recreation has been added to Sections 3.7.3  and 3.9.5 of the FEIS). As stated in Section 3.7.3, it is believed that minor changes in water temperature below Hoover Dam are not expected to adversely affect fish populations.  Reclamation has determined that fluctuations in flows below Hoover Dam to the SIB under the alternatives would be within the historical operating range of the river and would, therefore, not affect sport fishing within these areas.  12: The Distribution List has been corrected to read "Arizona Game and Fish Department."




